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Demographics

Religion

City of Waco Population
100 Mile Radius Population 

Population by Race
 American Indian 
 Asian
 African American
 Hawaiian
 Multirace
 Other
 White
 Hispanic
 Non Hispanic

120,465
7.97 Million 

Population by Race
 1% 
 1.7%
 15.6%
 .1%
 1.6%
 4.4%
 79.1%
 23.1%
 76.9%

Catholic 

LDS 

Baptist 

Episcopalian 

Lutheran  

Methodist 

Presbyterian 

Other Christian 

Jewish 

Islam 
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Cost of Living
Waco Composite: 89.6 

Comparison Cities

Albuquerque, NM.   96.7
Chattanooga, Tenn.   93.7
Dallas, TX.    96.4
Greenville, S.C.   90.3
Oklahoma City, OK.  90.5
Raleigh, N.C.    90.9

US Average Composite: 100

Purchasing Power
 Grocery    85.7
 Housing    81.7
 Utilities    81.1
 Transportation               100.4
 Health Care   99.6 
 Miscellaneous    92.5

Sales & Income Tax

Municipal Sales Tax  1.5%
State Sales Tax  6.259%
McLennan County Tax 0.5%
Total     8.25%
State Income Tax  0%

School Districts
 China Spring ISD  1.374402
 Connally ISD  1.269091
 La Vega ISD   1.420000
 Lorena ISD   1.310000
 McGregor ISD  1.185000
 Midway ISD   1.320000
 Robinson ISD  1.315000
 Waco ISD   1.355180
 West ISD   1.223188

Real Estate Property Tax

McLennan County  .460573
McLennan Com. Coll. .151530
Farm to Market  .023685
Cities
 Bellmead   .298608
 Hewitt   .514977
 Lacy Lakeview  .359170
 Lorena   .538900
 McGregor  .600000
 Robinson   .453750
 Waco   .786232
 West    .492524
 Woodway   .456900
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Education

MIDWAY ISD
13885 Woodway Dr. •
Woodway TX 
MidwayISD.org 

MOODY ISD
107 Cora Lee Lane •
Moody TX 
MoodyISD.org 

RIESEL ISD
615 Fredrick • Riesel TX 
RieselISD.org

ROBINSON ISD
500 W. Lyndale • Waco TX 
RISDWeb.org

WACO ISD
P.O. Box 27 • Waco TX 
WacoISD.org

WEST ISD
801 N. Reagan • 
West TX WestISD.net

Waco is the home to 20 school districts, serving about 43,000 students. The area also 
has more than a dozen private schools. 

 AXTELL ISD
P.O. Box 429 • Axtell TX 
AxtellISD.net

BOSQUEVILLE ISD
7636 Rock Creek Road • 
Waco TX 
Bosqueville.K12.tx.us

BRUCEVILLE-EDDY ISD
P.O. Box 99 • Eddy TX 
BEISD.net

CHINA SPRING ISD
P.O. Box 250 • 
China Spring TX 
ChinaSpringISD.net

CONNALLY ISD
200 Cadet Way • 
Waco TX 
Connally.org

CRAWFORD ISD
200 Pirate Drive • 
Crawford TX 
Crawford-ISD.net

GHOLSON ISD
137 Hamilton Drive • 
Waco TX
GholsonISD.org 

HALLSBURG ISD
2313 Hallsburg Road • 
Waco TX
HallsburgISD.net 

LA VEGA ISD
3100 Bellmead Drive • 
Waco TX
LaVegaISD.org

LORENA ISD
308 N. Frontage Road • 
Lorena TX 
LorenaISD.net

MART ISD
P.O. Box 120 • Mart TX  
MartISD.org

MCGREGOR ISD
P.O. Box 356 • McGregor, TX
McGregor-ISD.org
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Home Ownership
The Greater Waco housing market has experienced an increase in the average sold price 
of a home and decrease in inventory, both signs of a stable economy. Steady property 
appreciation here is healthy easing the concerns of an inflated market with the threat of 
collapse. The Central Texas market enjoys a nice selection of homes for newcomers, 
including an appropriate balance of newly built homes. Waco offers a wonderful urban 
living environment with neighborhood elementary schools, quality of life amenities for our 
families and golf courses and shopping for retirees with the minimal traffic. People who 
want to move here find that houses are affordable with availability in both rural and urban 
settings and travel expenses are minimal. For more suburban areas, it’s not far for them to 
reach their children’s activities that are in the city.

Housing 

Housing Averages Avg. of Q1, Q2 & Q3 2013
Cost of Home (New 4 bedroom) $241,079

Monthly Apartment Rent $868
Average Home Value (Oct.) $140,470

Total Households 95,306
Median Age 32.70

Average Household Income $56,743
Median Household Income $41,121

Average Household Size 2.70
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Castle Heights
This is one of the oldest 
neighborhoods in Waco. 
Decadently characterized 
by big trees and historic 
houses, the Waco City 
Council has recognized the 
rich history and architecture 
by giving many of the homes 
in this neighborhood historic 
designation. 

Mountainview
Next to the beautiful Lake 
Waco, Mountainview 
provides a great park and 
neighborhood activities for 
the entire family. Activities 
include a holiday light 
contest, Easter Egg hunts 
and more. Waco ISD’s 
Mountainview Elementary 

School nearby, offering a 
family center for parents and 
a state-of-the-art computer 
lab for students. 

Parkdale / Viking Hills
This area is one of the largest 
and most densely populated 
neighborhoods in Waco. 
With more than 2,500 homes, 
Parkdale/Viking Hills includes 
Viking Hills Park, Jaycee Park 
and numerous businesses 
nearby. This area is also in 
close proximity to Providence 
Hospital, Highway 6 and 
Valley Mills Drive, being 
a convenience for most 
residents.

Downtown
The greater Downtown 
Waco area is a place to live, 
offering places to call home 
for all tastes and budgets. 
Downtown offers loft living 
and cozy neighborhoods with 
properties suited for students 
as well as single-family 
dwellings above storefronts. 

Loft apartments have 
become a recent popular 
establishment, ranging in 
demographics and desire 
for living environments. 
Lofts include Austin Avenue 
Flats at Fourth and Franklin, 
Heritage Quarters and 
Behren’s Lofts.

Dean Highland
Living in a street lined 
with towering trees and a 
charming neighborhood feel, 
Dean Highland is where this 
is. Students living in Dean 
Highland attend Waco ISD’s 
Dean Highland Elementary 
School, focusing on a strong 
academic foundation in the 
core curriculum areas. 

If you are moving to Waco, plenty of great neighborhoods are available to 
choose as the new home for you and your family. For a complete list of 
Waco neighborhoods, visit Waco-Texas.com.
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in Waco, Tx

Suburbs
Woodway/Hewitt
Woodway and Hewitt are 
located on the southwest 
boundary of Waco. This 
community was planned 
beautifully to highlight the 
rolling hills of Central Texas 
with additional views of Lake 
Waco. Hewitt was picked 
by Money Magazine in 2009 
as the 46th best place to 
live in the United States. As 
Woodway and Hewitt offer a 
small town feel, they are just 
a 15 minute drive from main 
road Valley Mills Drive, and 
Baylor University’s campus. 
Students living in Woodway 
or Hewitt attend Midway 
ISD, highlighting exceptional 
academic and athletic 
programs.

Robinson
Robinson, TX is located 
on the southern side of 
Waco and is home to more 
than 8,000 people. This 
community is ideal for 
raising a family, as students 
attend Robinson ISD. In 
the 2010 census, Robinson 
was discovered to be the 
fastest growing city in the 
Waco metro area. It has a 
park that provides four Little 
League baseball fields and a 
swimming pool, with quiet
neighborhoods and a positive 
community spirit.

Lacy Lakeview/Bellmead
Lacy Lakeview and Bellmead 
have populations of less than 
10,000, offering a small town 
feel. Students attend various 
school districts including 
Connally ISD and La Vega 
ISD. This northern area of 
Waco offers various parks 
and amenities as well as easy 
access to Baylor and Waco 
on Interstate 35.

Lorena
Located to the south 
of Waco, Lorena has a 

population of around 2,000 
with a strong community and 
smaller school district. It is 
a great place to get involved 
and attracts residents 
because it is farther outside 
of town and offers spacious 
places for families to grow.

China Spring
China Spring is an 
unincorporated community 
located to the northwest of 
Waco. It has a population 
of less than 4,000, provides 
residents a close community 
and has its own school 
district. China Spring ISD 
strives to provide a quality 
education to each student 
while balancing strong 
extracurricular and athletic 
teams.

MISD Neighborhood Zone 
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Telephone Service 
Providers

Fiber optics and high-
capacity digital service are 
available.

AT&T
   Residential- (800) 464 7928
   Business- (800) 499 7928

Grande Communications
   (254) 235 2050
   GrandeComm.com
 
Time-Warner Cable
   (254) 776 1141
   www.TimeWarnerCable.
com

Cable Providers

Providers for cable and 
Internet are Grande 
Communications and Time-
Warner Cable. 

Electricity Services

Service providers are 
deregulated in the state of 
Texas for electricity. 

For more information on 
energy companies in Texas, 
visit PowerToChoose.org. 
Here you can find all the 
available companies for 
electricity and can contract 
based on your preferences. 

Natural Gas Services 

Natural gas is regulated 
by the Texas Railroad 
Commission, with rates 
regulated by the city. 

Waco and many surrounding 
cities use ATMOS Energy, the 
nation’s largest natural gas 
utility. 

For more information, please 
visit rrc.state.tx.us.

Trash Collection 

Waco’s Solid Waste Services 
provides trash collection for 
all residential and commercial 
customers. 

Customers may obtain 30, 
65 or 90 gallon wheeled 
containers for their property. 
The City of Waco also offers 
35-gallon green carts for yard 
waste, and 35-gallon blue 
carts for paper recycling. 

Waco is a proud member of 
Clean Texas, a program of 
the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality. 

The City of Waco is 
committed to promoting 
pollution prevention and 
reducing solid waste 
disposal. 
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City & County

Police & Fire

City of Waco

The City of Waco operates under the City Council, a form of government led by a mayor and 
five district representatives. The Council sets goals, advocates policy and works closely with the 
Chamber, Police, Fire and other departments within the city. There are more than 250 citizens 
serving on City boards and commissions, working for the benefit of a great community. 

McLennan County

The McLennan County Courthouse is a historic structure located in Downtown Waco at 6th and 
Washington Avenue. This four-story Renaissance building was revived to reflect the growth and 
prosperity of Waco at the turn of the century. 

The McLennan County Commissioners Court and County Judge maintains daily government 
operations, sets the county budget and oversees the maintenance on bridges, roads, facilities 
and jails throughout the county. 

Waco Fire Dept. 
Please call 911 to report an 
emergency or (254) 750 1740. 
Waco Police
Please call 911 to report an 
emergency or (254) 750 7500. 
Emergency Management
City of Waco, McLennan 
County and surrounding cities 
have created an emergency 
management team to respond 
to emergencies with a team 
effort. Please call (254)-
750-5911 for administrative 
personnel. 

In Midway ISD, we have a joint partnership with:

City of Hewitt Police
(254) 666-6272

City of Woodway Police
(254) 772-4470

McLennan County Sheriff, Woodway Fire 
Department, Hewitt Fire Department and 
Speegleville Fire Department serves Midway ISD. 
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Higher Education
Baylor University

Baylor University is a 
private Christian
university and a 
nationally ranked
research institution, 
located on 735

acres along the Brazos River and near 
downtown Waco. Chartered in 1845 by the last 
Congress of the Republic of Texas through the 
eff orts of Baptist pioneers, Baylor is the oldest 
continuously operating university in Texas and 
is the world’s largest Baptist university.

The diverse, more than 15,000 student
population represents all 50 states and
more than 80 countries. The vibrant
campus atmosphere, with 260 student
organizations, is enhanced by Baylor’s
participation as one of two private universities 
in the competitive Big 12 Conference for NCAA 
Division I athletics.

The university is an active partner in the
community, whether that is through the
more than 150,000 hours students, faculty
and staff volunteer each year or through
student teaching in area schools, internships
with local businesses or leadership in city
initiatives. 

Baylor, one of the select 10 percent of 
universities with a Phi Beta Kappa chapter, 
offers 151 baccalaureate, 76 master, 30 
doctoral and juris doctor degree programs. 

McLennan Community College 
(MCC)

McLennan Community College is a public, 
two-year community college that provides an 
innovative education at an affordable cost. It 
offers two-year associate degrees if you want 
to transfer to a four-year school and one- and
two-year training programs if you plan to
go straight into the workforce. At MCC, stu-
dents find opportunity, exceptional learning 
environments, and inspiring instructors. MCC 
stresses student success and helps students 
reach their educational goals. Students choose 
MCC for its small classes with individualized 
attention from professors and cutting-edge 
technology and facilities.

Texas State Technical College (TSTC)

TSTC was founded in 1965 with a mission to 
provide an educated, skilled workforce that 
can meet today’s — and tomorrow’s — labor 
market demands. TSTC has developed a 
successful formula of a rigorous academic 
classroom education combined with intensive, 
hands-on experience. Guided by the needs of 
more than 900 business and industry college 
partners, students spend the majority of their 
time in industry-equipped labs learning the 
latest programs and software and how to 
operate the machinery critical to the field. 
Graduates are work-ready when they receive 
their degrees, certificates and/or license. 
TSTC is one of the largest residential two-
year colleges in the nation offering programs 
pertinent to today’s workforce.
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Waco Airport

Short Term Parking

Overflow
 Parking

Long Term Parking
Additional
Overflow
Parking

Rental Car
Return
Lot

Terminal Building

Rental Car
Premier
Lot

Ka
rl 

M
ay

Karl May Drive

Terminal Drive
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Texas Triangle

Dallas/
Fort Worth

Houston

San Antonio

Austin

Waco
241 M

i.

27
8 

M
i.

198 Mi.

The Texas Triangle, 
one of the nation’s 11 
mega-regions, is an 
important driver to 
Greater Waco’s pros-
perity during the next 
40 years.

- Home to Texas State 
Technical College 
Waco, McLennan Com-
munity College and 
Baylor University
- Advanced Manufac-
turing economy includ-
ing Allergan, L-3 Plat-
form Integration and 
Mars Chocolate North 
America
- Regional Health Care 
providers
- Entrepreneurial hub 
for franchising and in-
surance
- Centrally located for 
supply chain manage-
ment



- Largest port in the United States based on 
  international waterborne to nage
- Gateway to Texas’ international business 
- Half the jobs are related to oil and natural gas
- Home to Texas Medical Center, the world’s largest 
  medical center and Johnson Space Center

Houston
- The Alamo City claims an important 
  place in the state’s history
- NAFTA has expanded the city’s
  distribution role for South Texas and 
  northern Mexico
- The famous River Walk and other
  attractions draw visitors
- Military presence with Fort Sam
  Houston and Lackland and Randolph 
  Air Force bases
- Home to the University of Texas San 
  Antonio

San Antonio

- Home to Baylor University, McLennan Community 
  College and Texas State Technical College Waco.
- Advanced Manufacturing economy including Allergan, 
  L-3 Platform Integration and Mars Chocolate North 
  America
- Regional Health Care providers
- Entrepreneurial hub for franchising and insurance
- Centrally located for supply chain management

Waco

- Major inland transportation hub with 
  Dallas/Fort Worth International 
  Airport,the fifth busiest in the world
- Distribution and service center for 
  surrounding area and beyond state 
  lines
- State’s banking and financial center
- Strong telecommunications
- Significant oil presence

Dallas/Ft. Worth

- State capital
- Home to the main campus of the 
  University of Texas
- High technology with 25 to 30 percent 
  of workforce tied to this industry
- Live Music Capital of the World

Austin
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Hospitals
Hillcrest Baptist Medical Center
100 Hillcrest Medical Blvd.
(254) 202-2000 
Hillcrest.net 

Hillcrest Baptist Medical Center operates 
with a mission to personally provide 
quality,compassionate health care in a 
Christian environment, enhanced by medical 
education and research. The system includes 
Hillcrest Baptist Medical Center, a fully 
accredited 237-bed acute care hospital on 
Interstate 35, Hillcrest Herring Campus,
a post-acute care campus comprised of 73 
inpatient beds including the only acute care 
inpatient rehabilitation center in Central Texas 
and Hillcrest Family Health Center, a network 
of primary care clinics located in Bellmead, 
China Spring, Hewitt, Woodway and Waco. 
Hillcrest Baptist Medical Center is jointly 
operated by Hillcrest Health System and Scott 
& White Healthcare. HBMC is 
home to Waco’s only Neonatal 
Intensive Care Unit and is the 
area’s designated Trauma 
Center. Hillcrest is also the 
Official Healthcare Provider for 
Baylor University Athletics.

Family Health Center
1600 Providence Drive
(254) 755-4800 
WacoFPC.org

The Family Health Center has 12 locations 
throughout McLennan County and our mission 
is to increase access to high-quality primary 
and preventive health care and improve the 
health of the vulnerable residents of McLennan 
County. We also provide an excellent 
educational and training environment for our 
nationally recognized family medicine residency
program. More than half of the practicing
family physicians in McLennan County are
our graduates. The Family Health Center is 
celebrating its 42 years of providing care to the
vulnerable and educating tomorrow’s family 
physicians. The Waco Family Medicine 
Residency Program is the oldest such program 
west of the Mississippi.
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Providence Healthcare Network

6901 Medical Parkway
(254) 751-4000  
Providence.net

A member of Ascension Health, the nation’s 
largest Catholic non-profit integrated health 
system, Providence Healthcare Network 
is dedicated to spiritually centered, holistic 
care, which sustains and improves the 
health of individuals and communities. 
Beginning in 1905 as Waco’s first hospital, 
Providence is now the largest employer in 
Waco, with more than 2,500 associates, 
physicians and volunteers. Our 650-bed 
system, encompassing Providence Health 
Center, Providence Park, Providence DePaul 
Center, and a network of outpatient clinics 
and facilities, offers the most comprehensive 
continuum of care for Central Texans 
throughout their lifetime. Nationally recognized 
for quality care, Providence is a Joint 
Commission Certified Level II Primary Stroke 
Center an Accredited Chest Pain Center 
with PCI designated by the Society of Chest 
Pain Centers and has been recognized by 
Healthgrades to be among the top five percent 
in the nation for emergency medicine and No. 
1 in Texas for Cardiovascular Surgery.

Scott & White Clinic

7700 Fish Pond Road
(254) 741-4444 
SW.org

Scott & White Healthcare features the 
Scott & White Clinic, a multi-specialty clinic 
headquartered in Temple, operating more than 
60 clinic locations throughout Central Texas 
with five in Greater Waco. Scott & White is the 
largest multi-specialty group practice in Texas. 
The system includes 12 hospitals sites, is a 
partner in the Hillcrest Baptist Medical Center 
in Waco and has the flagship specialty-care 
hospital in Temple. Scott & White Hospital 
- Temple is the only Central Texas hospital 
named among the nation’s Best Regional 
Hospitals 2011-2012, according to U.S. News 
& World Report. Learn more at SW.org

Veterans Administration Medical 
Center

4800 Memorial Drive
(254) 752-6581 
TexVet.com

The Veterans Administration Medical Center, 
in operation since 1932, is a major referral 
facility for acute, intermediate and long-term 
psychiatric care for veterans. The facility is 
part of the Central Texas Veterans Health 
Care System, which also includes a hospital in 
Temple and outpatient clinics in Austin and five 
other communities.
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Life at Midway

Vision Statement
Midway ISD, in partnership with our community, provides a safe, pleasant, attractive and technologically 
advanced environment. A curriculum, taught through a variety of strategies, results in a challenging 
learning experience for our diverse student population, allowing them to be well-adjusted and to achieve 
their full potential.

Mission Statement
The mission of Midway ISD, a district at the forefront of educating today’s youth and tomorrow’s leaders, 
is to maximize individual potential within a learner-centered environment to prepare citizens who excel in 
a global society.

Elementary
Castleman Creek
Hewitt
South Bosque 
Speegleville 
Spring Valley
Woodway

Intermediate
River Valley
Woodgate 

Middle School
Midway

High School 
Midway

Total number of students: 7,456
American Indian/Alaska Native – 0.1%
Asian/Pacific Islander – 5.1%
Black/African American – 11.3%
Hispanic/Latino – 21.1%
White/Anglo – 59.6%
Total number of all staff: 1,023
Total number of prof. faculty: 498 

DemographicsOur Schools

- Every person has inherent worth.
- Every person can learn and has unique academic, social, spiritual and physical needs.
- A well-educated citizenry is central to a free society.
- Students learn best in a partnership between the home, the community, and the 
  school district that shares accountability and high expectations for a quality educational 
  experience.
- Rules and laws combined with personal responsibility are the foundation for a quality 
  educational experience.
- Efficiency and effectiveness are fundamental to a successful organization.
- Personal integrity is essential to maintain trust.
- Respect for others is essential for a well-functioning society.
- Good role models are crucial to the positive development of our children; parents, 
  guardians and district personnel are among the most influential role models.

Core Beliefs
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Goal 1: Meet the academic, social, spiritual and physical needs of a diverse student 
population

Critical Issues as Identified by the Board of Trustees:

- Changing demographics resulting in diverse needs of students
- Perception of internal and external communities that demographics have not changed
- Engaging curriculum that meets the changing needs of all children
- Extracurricular offerings tailored to the size and diversity of the student population
- Career and technology programs that address the changing needs of the workplace
- Supporting and sustaining the use of instructional technology in the classrooms to enhance 
  student learning
 
Goal 2: Provide influential role models through the recruitment, retention, and support 
of highly qualified faculty and staff

Critical Issues as Identified by the Board of Trustees:

- Hiring quality personnel including staff that matches the diversity of the district’s student 
  population
- Retaining quality personnel by promoting a positive work environment through the district
- Increasing competition for salary and benefits
- Sufficient staffing to meet the needs of a robust curriculum that reflects changes in student 
  demographics and state requirements.
- Focus staff development on meeting the needs of the district’s special education student 
  population.
 
Goal 3: In partnership with our community, provide a safe and secure, pleasant, 
attractive and technologically advanced environment 

Critical Issues as Identified by the Board of Trustees:

- Inappropriate, illicit, and/or illegal behavior by students
- Changing moral and social attitudes  including inappropriate use of social media tools
- Maintaining an appropriate fund balance
- Declining parental involvement in schools and at home
- Combating inaccurate information being circulated about the district
- Challenges in communication with students, parents, staff, and community
  
Goal 4: Advocacy: The board provides input and feedback to the legislature, State 
Board of Education, and the Texas Education Agency regarding proposed changes in 
public education to ensure maximum effectiveness and benefit to the school children 
in their district.

Critical Issues as Identified by the Board of Trustees

- Lack of fair, adequate, and sustainable funding for the district’s educational programs
- Erosion of local control

Our Goals
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Waco Expansion

Number of Jobs Projected to Create 

General Dynamics Information 
technology- Attraction 
WDS Corp- Attraction 

Max Flight Advantages- 
Attraction 
Vossioh Fastening Systems- 
Attraction 
Con-Way Freight- Expansion 

Matheson Tri-Gas- Expansion 

Cen-Tex Sheet Metal 
Fabricators- Expansion 
Woch Tech Texas- Attraction 
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Restaurants
Waco Originals

George’s Restaurant & Catering
Many have come and gone, but George’s is 
still here, for 75 years and counting. In 1967 
the restaurant was officially named “George’s.” 
It was at this time that our most famous drink, 
the “Big O™,” received its name by a waitress 
called them Big Oranges... the rest of the staff 
shortened it to “Big O™,” and it stuck! George’s 
has worked hard to earn the top of the Central 
Texas catering list. The staff has catered all over 
the state and been recognized by governors, 

senators and congressmen – even Barbara Walters – for the 
quality of food and personal touch that the George’s staff 
provide. Recently, George’s had the privilege to cater for 
President George W. Bush while visiting his ranch in Crawford, 
TX. After Baylor became a contender in the Big XII, George’s 
pushed forward even more by creating “The Party Zone!” for 
game fans. George’s Big”O” tent continues to be the hottest 
gathering outside of Floyd Casey for the coldest beverages 
around, during all Baylor home games.

Texas songwriter Pat Green has captured the history of 
George’s in his original song, George’s Bar and his new hit 

Collage (and thanking Georges Bar for all the classes that he missed) and he is definitely the 
most popular vocalist in our jukebox! We are proud to have George’s as part of a Waco tradition.

All photographs and descriptions are respectfully used from the 
restaurant’s website.
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Elite Cafe & Grill
The first Elite Cafe opened in downtown 
Waco in 1919 and a second location in 
1941 on what is now one of the most 
famous traffic circles in Texas. The Elite 
was the first restaurant in Waco to use 
refrigeration in 1923 and air conditioning 
in 1941. Inviting to all, whether local 
banker or long-haul truck driver, it is no 
wonder The Elite gained the slogan, 
“Where the elite meet to eat,” providing 
VIP treatment to any customer.

 In the late ‘50s, a visitor from Fort Hood in Killeen, Private Elvis Presley; dined at The 
Elite frequently. He more than likely ate his favorite meals of fried peanut butter and banana 
sandwiches or hard-fried eggs with burnt bacon.
 These walls cannot share the memories or replay the conversations that have become 
part of this grand roadside grill’s history. Explore the past by visiting the Elvis and Waco rooms 
and browse the historic memorabilia on the walls. As always, enjoy a taste of the tradition, 
delicious food and comfortable atmosphere they’re known for.

Vitek’s Barbecue

In 1972, Vitek’s Grocery and Meat Market changed to Vitek’s BBQ, now a restaurant and 
meat market for all customers. In 1983 Vitek’s debuted its most famous offering: The Gut 
Pak, a decadent combination of Frito’s corn chips, hand-chopped brisket, sausage, bean, 
pickles, onions and jalapeños piled high. The restaurant 
has expanded not only with a large dining area with 
comfortable booths and tables, but also having a well-
known presence in the Waco community, as well as at 
local events such as Baylor Football games, catering and 
more. Folks from Waco and students at Baylor University 
know that there is always something going on at Vitek’s. 
The Gut Pak has recently been named “Best College 
Eats,” gaining notoriety with national media like ESPN. 
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Waco Originals
Olive Branch

The owner of The Olive Branch bakery and cafe 
learned early that good fellowship always begins with 
good food. The Olive Branch serves fresh breakfasts, 
a diverse lunch menu, homemade desserts, and 
specially blended coffees. Situated in the heart of 
downtown Waco, The Olive Branch is a comfortable 
place for fellowship: a meal with friends or co-
workers, a power breakfast meeting, or a dessert-and-coffee date. 

The Olive Branch’s coffees are acquired directly from the grower and roaster and are fairly 
traded. Every blend is made from 100% Arabica beans which have been handled – from 
planting, to picking, to roaster, to you – by their coffee company.  

Lula Jane’s

Lula Jane’s welcomes everyone to gather and enjoy coffee and the best baked goods 
available in the surrounding area. Everything is made from scratch, in-house, with the best 
ingredients. They also have a model vegetable, herb and flower garden on site as well 
as a water collection system to help them maintain the gardens. Seating includes inside, 
porch, and public pocket park. So come enjoy the ambiance of this historic area of Waco 
– just across the river from downtown Waco – where life moves a little more slowly.
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Restaurants
Cafe Cappuccino

Located in the heart of Waco, Cafe Cappuccino made it’s 
debut appearance years ago to the Waco Community. 
Serving as Waco’s best brunch in 2006, 2007, 2008, 

2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, & 2013, Cafe 
Cappuccino now has three locations: 
Downtown, Hewitt and Bosque. They 
proudly serve breakfast and lunch and are 
open until 2 p.m. everyday. 

From pancakes, to breakfast quesadillas, 
to fresh brewed coffee and much more, Cafe Cappuccino is a great 
place to enjoy with friends, family and co-workers, no matter the time! 

Gourmet/High End
1424 Bistro

1424 is a small, privately-owned restaurant in downtown Waco, Texas, offering freshly 
made dishes and desserts in a pleasant and casual setting. In the kitchen of 1424, we 
use only pure, fresh ingredients: olive oil, cream, butter, fruits, vegetables, meats, and 
seafood. We believe that you will taste the difference. Chef Aris Galanis, a Greece native, 

moved to the United States when he attended college. 
With history in meat cutting and seafood management 
at HEB, he is committed to serving each customer with 
respect and perfectly cooked food. 

All photographs and descriptions are respectfully used from the 
restaurant’s website.
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Restaurants
Gourmet/High End

One Thirty Five Prime

One Thirty Five Prime is a true classic steak and seafood 
house in the traditional sense, serving only superior beef 
and fresh seafood along with the finest wines and liquor. 
They serve only USDA Prime beef and cook your steak 
to perfection in a 1800 degree oven, pleasing the most 
discriminating guests. 

One Thirty Five Prime has Happy Hour Monday through 
Friday, a full service patio, and take out service. Whether 
you are planning a rehearsal dinner, corporate affair, a 
holiday party, a board meeting or any special occasion, a 
private dining room and custom menus help to make your 
event a success. Please call 254.666.3100 for details on 
any of their services.

Diamondback’s 
Diamondback’s is a fine dining Texas steakhouse featuring exceptional beef, seafood, sushi and 
over 100 wines. Staking their residence in Downtown Waco, next to Spice Village, The Greater 
Waco Chamber of Commerce and the Waco Suspension Bridge, DIamondback’s continues to 
create decadent atmosphere for all customers, highlighting 
their prime meat selection, High Noon Saloon happy hour and 
specialty sushi rolls. 

Whether you are dining for a business meeting, with family 
and friends or just to enjoy a glass of wine, Diamondback’s is 
a great place to enjoy a night in Downtown Waco.
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Restaurant Chains

Cheddar’s

Newks

Freebirds

Texas Roadhouse

Chuy’s

Panera Bread

Olive Garden

BJ’s Brewhouse

Outback Steakhouse

All photographs and descriptions are respectfully used from the restaurant’s website.
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Shopping
Waco Originals

Spice Village

Spice Village is the dream shopping experience. As a store where everyone can come in 
and find something, they have taken “Destination Shopping” to the next level. With over 
80 different shops under one roof, one can feel as if they are being offered the very best 
of products to choose from, selection and variety notwithstanding. Between the endless 
options of apparel, accessories, home décor, and vintage finds Spice offers just the right 
combination of affordable and luxurious products. Spice is the perfect subscription, no 
matter your taste, style, or budget. Whether you’re just passing through or have been 
shopping with them for years, they are the store you’ve been waiting to shop and will be 
always excited to re-visits.

Roots Boutique

Roots Boutique is a laid-back hip boutique located in 
the heart of Downtown Waco. Conveniently located next 
to Spice Village and Oso’s Frozen Yogurt, Roots sells 
fashion for all types including Free People, jewelry, home 
decor and baby gifts. 
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Outdoor Waco

 Outdoor Waco opened in 2012 in 
downtown Waco along the banks of the 
Brazos River and down the road from 
Cameron Park. They have a great team of 
bike, outdoor, and Waco enthusiasts ready 
to serve you.  Outdoor Waco loves the city 
and the adventures available here, and they 
want to outfit you with everything you need 
for your adventures.
 Getting active, being outside, and 
living life to the fullest is what they’re all 
about. They enjoy trading stories with 
people who spend everyday in the saddle 
as well as introducing people to the 
outdoors who’ve never biked, hiked, or 
paddled before. OW carries a full array of 
outdoor apparel and gear, a wide variety 
of bikes, as well as paddle boards and 
kayaks. In addition, they are a full-service 
bike repair shop and we rent bikes and 
watercraft. Come hang out with them in 

the Trailhead 
Coffee Shop 
sometime and 
try a signature 
Choo-choo, a 
latte, or just an 
amazing cup 
of cold-brewed 
iced coffee.

Bear Mountain

 Since 2007 Bear Mountain’s goal 
has been not just to create a good outdoor 
store, “for Waco” but to create one of 
the best outdoor shops anywhere. While 
they may not have everything that some 
of the larger chains have, they can offer 
competitive pricing (if not better), a friendly 
local face and unsurpassed knowledge of 
the products we sell. Bear Mountain hopes 
when you set foot in the shop that you feel 
like you are in the mountains and can find 
something for your journey.
 The Bear Mountain offers all sorts of 
outdoor activities including outdoor gear, 
kayaks, fly fishing, biking, men/womens 
apparel and footwear. They also offer a full 
service bike shop and also offers a calendar 
of events, highlighting the different outdoor 
activities and competitions throughout the 
Waco community. 
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Recreational Fun
Hawaiian Falls Waterpark

Hawaiian Falls Waterpark is one of the newest additions to the Waco community. 
Hawaiian Falls re-opened its doors on May 26, 2012 and has made a commitment to 
stay in the community. Through various community events like the Special Olympics Polar 
Plunge, summer camps and special themed days, this is a park for all ages during the 
spring and summer season.

Spray Parks

Waco offers five FREE spray 
pads in parks around Waco 
that shoot water in every 
direction. Splash pads are 
open during park hours from 
June to September. 

Cameron Park 

Chapel Park

Dewey Park 

Kendrick Park 

Mountainview Park 

Waco Family YMCA and Doris Miller YMCA

The Waco YMCA’s offer swimming pools, swimming 
classes, lifeguard and CPR training as well as scuba 
diving lessons. 
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Waco Mammoth Site

The Waco Mammoth Site 
sits on more than 100 
acres of wooded parkland 
along the Bosque River. 
Surrounded by oak, 
mesquite and cedar trees, 
the site offers an escape 
from the modern world 
and provides a glimpse 
into the lives of Columbian 
mammoths. 

“The nation’s first and only 
recorded discovery of a 
nursery herd of Pleistocene 
mammoths” -- National Park 
Service

Fishing/Water Sports 

With the Brazos River, 
Bosque River and Lake 
Waco all within the city 
limits, there are numerous 
fishing spots for fishing.

Fishing docks are located 
along the Brazos River in 
downtown and boat ramps 
are located at Brazos Park 
East and MCC.

The still waters of the 
Brazos River create an ideal 
spot for kayaking. 

The Waco Paddle Club 
holds weekly paddle trips, 
launching from various 
locations around Waco.

In 2012, the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department 
launched the Waco 
Paddling Trails, which 
includes both a 1.8 mile and 
a 4-mile route.

Hiking/Biking

Every neighborhood and 
community park in Waco 
features 1/4-mile trails for 
hiking and biking. Biking & 
Hiking

The Cameron Park Trail 
System, which is a National 
Recreation Trail, includes 20
miles of soft-surface, multi-
use trails.
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Cameron Park

The City of Waco has 
officially released the 
Cameron Park App. Now 
the park is at your fingertips, 
with resources like workout 
guides, trail maps and disc 
golf and paddling guides.

Cameron Park is where Waco celebrates life. Next door to downtown, the park is an oasis 
with towering trees, two rivers, breathtaking cliffs and a National Recreation Trail system. 
Since the William Cameron Family donated the parkland more than 100 years ago, the 
400-acre park has been constantly abuzz with parties, festivals and sports.

Hikers and bikers share the park with fishermen, disc golfers and picnickers. Families and 
school classes fill Cameron Park Zoo, while couples stroll hand-in-hand along the river. 
Cameron Park is a natural treasure, and it’s yours to explore.

Park hours are 6 a.m. until midnight.
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Cottonwood Creek 
Cottonwood Creek Golf Course ranks as one of the top municipal golf courses in Texas.

Located in the heart of Waco, the course is conveniently located of off I-35 and is a high 
quality golf destination at an affordable cost. The 18-hole course is a par 72. The 18-hole, 
par 72 course winds through rolling plains and features pristine greens and landscaping.
 
Cottonwood Creek offers a variety of leagues and tournaments throughout the year and 
also features a driving range, bar-and-grill, outdoor pavilion and a fully stock pro shot.

Other Golf Courses in the 
area:

Ridgewood Country Club
www.ridgewoodwaco.com
 
Lake Waco Golf Club
lakewacogolf.com
 
Twin Rivers Golf Club
www.twinriversgolfclub.net
 
White Bluff Golf Club
www.whitebluffresort.com

James Connally Golf Course
www.jamesconnallygolf-
course.com

Battle Lake Golf Course
www.battlelakegolf.com
 
Greenbrier Golf Club
www.greenbriergolfclub.com
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Performing Arts

Heart O’ Texas Coliseum

The 8,000-seat Heart O’ Texas Coliseum 
hosts special events and concerts during 
the Professional Rodeo Cowboys of 
America competition and throughout the 
year. Live music also is played in nightclubs 
and bars throughout the city. The famed 
George’s Restaurant is a favorite night spot. 
Texas country musician and Wacoan Pat 
Green wrote a song about his memories 
there.

Waco Symphony Orchestra

The Waco Symphony Orchestra brings 
world-class performers to Waco Hall. An 
annual holiday pops show and periodic 
performances of Tchaikovsky’s The 
Nutcracker ballet add a seasonal flair.

Waco Civic Theatre

The Waco Civic Theatre produces six Main 
Stage Productions, ranging from works by 
William Shakespeare to Tracy Letts to Ken 
Ludwig. Additionally, aspiring local artists, 
theatre professionals, educators, and youth 
work in partnership to produce children’s 
theatre workshops and productions and 
outreach programs. 
 
The Mission of the Waco Civic Theatre, a 
non-profit organization, is to provide the 
Heart of Texas community with quality live 
theatre, to create an outlet for community 
education and participation in all aspects of 
productions, and to instill in the community 
a sense of pride and ownership in the 
theatre.

Waco Hippodrome Theatre

First opening on February 7, 1914, The 
Waco Hippodrome has been a staple in 
entertainment for the Waco community.  
Now after some tender-loving renovations, 
The Waco Hippodrome will be re-opening 
its doors in 2014 as we celebrate 100 years 
of quality entertainment. Come grab one 
of the best seats in town, and enjoy some 
food and drinks as you watch your favorite 
films.
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Outdoor Music
Indian Spring Park

Indian Spring Park is located 
at 100 University Parks Drive 
across from the Waco Hilton 
and between Franklin and 
Washington Ave. From I-35, 
exit 335C and head west. 
This park has regular outdoor 
music, called Brazos Nights.  
Foods like hamburgers, corn 
dogs and snow cones are 
available. Beer and wine are 
sold at the event. 

Bosque River Stage

Bosque River Stage is part 
of Waco’s Bosque River 
Park, right next to the 
beautiful Lake Waco. 

This amphitheater seats 530 
and provides all varieties of 
outdoor entertainment. 

This stage is part of 
McLennan Community 
College and provides food, 
drink and various events. 
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Art Museums
Texas Ranger Hall of 
Fame Museum 

Our mission is to 
disseminate knowledge and 
inspire appreciation of the 
Texas Rangers, a legendary 
symbol of Texas and the 
American West; To serve 
as the principal repository 
for artifacts and archives 
relating to the Texas 
Rangers.

To honor those who have 
who served or are serving in 
the Texas Rangers;
  To collect, preserve, and 
exhibit historical materials 
relating to the Texas Ranger 
service;
  To encourage study and 
research into the Texas 
Rangers through a research 
center;
  To promotes pride and 
interest in the Texas 
Rangers and the heritage of 
the American West.;
  To constantly improve and 
meet or exceed professional 
museum standards.

Texas Sports Hall of 
Fame 

Home of more than 300 
Texas legends, the Texas 
Sports Hall of Fame was the 
idea of the sports editor at 
The Beaumont Enterprise, 
Thad Johnson. The Texas 
Sports Hall of Fame is now 
truly representative of the 
athletic history in Texas as it 
sits at 35,000 sq. ft.

Mayborn Museum 

Opened in May 2004, 
the exciting new Harry & 
Anna Jeanes Discovery 
Center brings together the 
resources of the Sue and 
Frank Mayborn Natural 
Science and Cultural History 
Museum Complex at Baylor 
University. The 143,000 
square foot building also 
includes the Department of 
Museum Studies, faculty 
and administration offices, 
and collections storage and 
preparation areas.

The Art Center of 
Waco

Art Center Waco is 
housed in the historic, 
Mediterranean-style, William 
Cameron summer home. 
Our studios overlook the 
Brazos River Valley, a 
beautiful natural setting 
conducive to creative 
learning and inspiration.

Dr. Pepper Museum

The Dr Pepper Museum 
includes the original 1906 
bottling plant, a newly 
renovated courtyard and 
parking lot. The Kellum-
Rotan building was built 
in the 1880s, making it 
one of the oldest buildings 
remaining in downtown 
Waco. It is currently used 
to house the Museum’s 
collection and in the future 
will house the Museum’s 
administrative offices and 
additional exhibits. 
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Cameron Park Zoo rests on 52 acres adjacent to the Brazos River in Waco, Texas.  Lush 
native vegetation surrounds splashing waterfalls, a picturesque lake and ponds.  And in 
the midst of all this beauty, visitors see that the wild ones not only survive in their natural 
habitat, they flourish.

As an accredited member of the Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA) and the World 
Association of Zoos and Aquariums (WAZA), Cameron Park Zoo upholds exceptional 
standards for animal care and management.  The animal care staff devotes a tremendous 
amount of time and energy toward providing the best of care, including training, proper 
nutrition, veterinary care, and life enrichment.

With natural habitats and close-up encounters, the animal collection housed at Cameron 
Park Zoo includes more than 1,731 animals, representing 300 species.  In August of 
2009, Cameron Park Zoo opened the Asian Forest, featuring critically endangered 
Orangutans, Sumatran tigers, and Komodo Dragons.

Cameron Park Zoo
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